ARIZONA

ENTERING 2025: ARIZONA IS BECOMING AN EV BATTERY MANUFACTURING POWERHOUSE

Since new clean energy investments were passed in 2022, America’s clean energy sector has kicked into
high gear, transforming Arizona into an electric vehicle battery manufacturing powerhouse. Across the
state, climate and clean energy investments have already spurred $12.75 billion in investment, and
created or moved forward 18,703 good-paying clean energy jobs, the ninth-most in the country. Since the
clean energy plan’s passage, 30 new clean energy projects have been announced or moved forward in
Arizona, ranking eighth in the nation. Projects span six sectors - batteries, clean technology, electric
vehicles, grid & transmission, hydrogen, and solar.

In Arizona’s disadvantaged communities, companies have announced $4.4 billion in investment and the
creation of 3,319 good-paying clean energy jobs, while Arizona’s rural communities have seen project
announcements totaling $2.2 billion in investment and 1,562 jobs. The clean energy plan will continue to
accelerate the clean energy jobs boom while lowering energy costs for families, investing in
disadvantaged communities, and reducing climate pollution across the state.

CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS IN ARIZONA SINCE THE PASSAGE OF THE CLEAN ENERGY PLAN
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| HASHKNIFE SOLAR ENERGY CENTER JOSEPH CITY $98 MILLION 462 JOBS

APACHE SOLAR II PROJECT COCHISE COUNTY $550 MILLION -

SOURCE: CLIMATE POWER, CLEAN ENERGY BOOM REPORT, JANUARY 2025

CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS IN ARIZONA BY SECTOR

PROJECTS JOBS INVESTMENTS
SECTOR
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SOURCE: CLIMATE POWER, CLEAN ENERGY BOOM REPORT, JANUARY 2025

SPOTLIGHT: ARIZONA CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS

Since the passage of the clean energy plan, clean energy projects in Arizona have moved forward,
creating jobs and investing in the state’s clean energy economy:

Arizona is an increasingly important hub for battery manufacturing. After pausing its initial plan
to open a battery facility in Queen Creek, LG Energy Solutions (LGES) announced it would
invest $5.6 billion in the gigafactory following the passage of the clean energy plan. LGES said it
was adjusting plans for the project in order to meet the growing demand for U.S.-made EV
batteries that qualify for the clean energy plan’s tax credits. American Battery Factory also
announced a $1.2 billion investment to build a lithium battery gigafactory in Tucson, which the
company projects will create 1,000 new jobs, and Cirba Solutions announced plans to build a new
lithium-ion battery recycling facility in Eloy, citing new incentives from the clean energy plan.

Arizona ranks second in the nation for solar energy potential, and the industry is ramping up in
the state. Longroad Energy is building two solar projects in Maricopa County, Sun Streams 3 and
Sun Streams 4. Longroad's CEO said he believes the clean energy plan will enable future
developments and benefit utilities and ratepayers. The projects are also benefiting union
workers, with Sun Streams 4 employing registered operators and carpenter apprentices in order
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https://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/news/2022/07/11/lg-plant-queen-creek-delay.html
https://www.reuters.com/technology/south-koreas-lges-resume-arizona-battery-factory-plan-with-56-bln-investment-2023-03-24/
https://batteryindustry.tech/lg-energy-solution-to-promote-plant-construction-in-arizona/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/south-koreas-lges-resume-arizona-battery-factory-plan-with-56-bln-investment-2023-03-24/
https://www.energy-storage.news/american-battery-factory-chooses-tucson-arizona-for-first-lfp-facility/
https://azbigmedia.com/business/could-southern-arizona-become-battery-manufacturing-capital/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2022/09/28/2524168/0/en/New-Lithium-Ion-Battery-Recycling-Facility-to-Produce-Critical-Materials-for-North-American-Battery-Supply-Chain.html
https://www.eia.gov/state/analysis.php?sid=AZ
https://www.longroadenergy.com/longroad-energy-completes-financing-of-sun-streams-3-a-285-mwdc-solar-and-215-mwac-860-mwh-storage-project/
https://www.mccarthy.com/insights/longroad-energys-sun-streams-4-solar-reaches-construction-milestone-of-peak-workforce

to benefit from additional incentives under the clean energy plan. In December 2024, Invenergy
broke ground on the Hashknife Solar Center in Navajo County, which is expected to create 450
construction jobs and a dozen permanent positions and will generate enough energy to power
more than 110,000 homes once operational.

Solar manufacturing is also taking off in Arizona, with New East Solar announcing plans to
create 300 jobs manufacturing solar panels in Phoenix thanks to the “catalyst” of the clean
energy plan. Meyer Burger first shared plans to build a solar manufacturing facility in 2021, but
the plans stalled until the clean energy plan passed in August 2022, when the company
confirmed plans to create 500 new solar manufacturing jobs in Goodyear to access expanded tax
credits. In January 2024, Meyer Burger announced it would expand production from 1.5 to 2
gigawatts at the facility, and the company would hire 130 more workers to meet the growing
demand for U.S.-manufactured solar panels.

SPOTLIGHT: CLEAN ENERGY JOBS IN GOP DISTRICTS

Since the passage of the clean energy plan, new clean energy projects have created jobs and invested in
Arizona districts represented by Republican members of the House:

17 of Arizona’s total 30 new clean energy projects are in Republican-held districts, representing
56% of all projects, 68% of all investments ($8.7 billion), and 69% of new jobs in the state (12,978
jobs).

Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District: Rep. Elijah Crane represents Arizona’s 2nd Congressional
District, where two new clean energy projects expect to invest $369 million and create 524 jobs.
Arizona’s 5th Congressional District: Rep. Andy Biggs represents Arizona’s 5th Congressional
District, where four new clean energy projects are expected to invest $5.6 billion and create 4,169
jobs. Rep. Biggs voted against the clean energy plan and wrongly claimed it does not reduce
inflation, yet he celebrated LG Energy Solutions’ $5.6 billion investment in his district, calling
the project “fantastic news.”

Arizona’s 6th Congressional District: Rep. Juan Ciscomani represents Arizona’s 6th
Congressional District, where four new clean energy projects are expected to invest $550 million
and create 245 jobs. Before assuming office, Rep. Ciscomani stated he opposed the landmark bill,
incorrectly claiming it would raise taxes without helping inflation.

Arizona’s 8th Congressional District: Represented by Rep. Abraham Hamadeh, this district has
attracted two new clean energy projects and is expected to invest $579 million and create 100 new
jobs.

Arizona’s 9th Congressional District: Rep. Paul Gosar represents Arizona’s 9th Congressional
District, where five new clean energy projects are investing an expected $1.67 billion and creating
an expected 7,940 jobs. Rep. Gosar voted against the clean energy plan, claiming it would
increase taxes.
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https://www.azcentral.com/story/money/business/2024/12/20/aps-to-power-110k-homes-with-new-northern-arizona-solar-farm/77049010007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/money/business/2024/12/20/aps-to-power-110k-homes-with-new-northern-arizona-solar-farm/77049010007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/money/business/2024/12/20/aps-to-power-110k-homes-with-new-northern-arizona-solar-farm/77049010007/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/money/business/2024/12/20/aps-to-power-110k-homes-with-new-northern-arizona-solar-farm/77049010007/
https://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2023/09/cambodias-ne-solar-to-open-a-2-gw-solar-panel-factory-in-phoenix/
https://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/news/2024/01/08/meyer-burger-goodyear-factory-solar-module.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/news/2024/01/08/meyer-burger-goodyear-factory-solar-module.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022420
https://twitter.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1557758406408257536
https://www.reuters.com/technology/south-koreas-lges-resume-arizona-battery-factory-plan-with-56-bln-investment-2023-03-24/
https://x.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1516784065365561348
https://meetthefreshmen.marathonstrategies.com/meet-the-freshmen/312/juan-ciscomani/#_edn11
https://www.pinalcentral.com/casa_grande_dispatch/area_news/ciscomani-addresses-inflation-border-at-cg-forum/article_2d2a2d32-8427-5d3c-94c6-164b3b4ec639.html
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022420
https://gosar.house.gov/news/email/show.aspx?ID=NQPZ5YVHPTKYDXNXLZDCDUD2GE

SPOTLIGHT: CLEAN ENERGY JOBS IN ARIZONA'S DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES

Since the passage of the clean energy plan, new clean energy projects have spurred economic growth in
Arizona's disadvantaged communities:

17% of new clean energy jobs (3,319 jobs), 35% of new investments ($4.4 billion), and 30% of
projects (nine) in Arizona are located in disadvantaged communities.

Yuma County has the highest unemployment rate in the state of Arizona, with 13.6% of its
residents unemployed as of November 2024. The county, located near the California-Arizona
border, is heavily reliant on the agricultural industry, driving seasonal unemployment spikes.
New clean energy investments are diversifying the economy and creating good-paying,
permanent jobs in the county, where the median household income is $62,888. EVelution Energy
is investing $200 million in a solar-powered cobalt sulfate production facility in Yuma County,
the first in the U.S., creating more than 360 jobs. The company is partnering with Arizona
Western College to train workers for the facility, and EVelution Energy’s co-founder said the
clean energy plan was “critical” to accelerating the domestic battery supply chain.

In October 2023, American Battery Factory broke ground on its $1.2 billion gigafactory for
lithium battery manufacturing in Tucson, expecting to create 1,000 new jobs and have an overall
economic impact of over $3.1 billion.

In September 2022, Cirba Solutions announced it would build a new lithium-ion battery
recycling facility in Eloy, citing new incentives from the clean energy plan. The plant is expected
to create 185 jobs.

SPOTLIGHT: CLEAN ENERGY JOBS IN RURAL ARIZONA

Since the passage of the clean energy plan, new clean energy projects have spurred economic growth in
Arizona’s rural communities:

Nationwide, Arizona ranks seventh for clean energy investments in rural communities, with $2.2
billion in investment driving the creation of 1,562 new jobs.

In February 2024, South32 announced plans to invest $2.16 billion in the Hermosa critical
minerals development project in Santa Cruz County. The Hermosa Project will employ 900
long-term employees, and South32 said it is committed to local hiring. In April 2024, South32
announced it would establish a remote operations center for the project in Nogales that would
create 200 additional jobs and support local workforce training programs. Santa Cruz County is
60% rural.

In December 2024, Invenergy broke ground on the Hashknife Solar Center in Navajo County,
Arizona, which is 64.25% rural. The Hashknife Solar Center is expected to create 450 jobs during
construction and support a dozen permanent positions once operational in 2027. The facility is
also expected to generate enough electricity for more than 110,000 homes.
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https://data.bls.gov/lausmap/showMap.jsp
https://data.bls.gov/lausmap/showMap.jsp
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https://azbigmedia.com/business/could-southern-arizona-become-battery-manufacturing-capital/
https://azbigmedia.com/business/could-southern-arizona-become-battery-manufacturing-capital/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2022/09/28/2524168/0/en/New-Lithium-Ion-Battery-Recycling-Facility-to-Produce-Critical-Materials-for-North-American-Battery-Supply-Chain.html
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https://www.kvoa.com/townnews/geology/south32-announces-2-16-billion-investment-in-s-arizona-hermosa-project/article_d2815516-cb93-11ee-b4e4-c397739ec428.html
https://www.kvoa.com/townnews/geology/south32-announces-2-16-billion-investment-in-s-arizona-hermosa-project/article_d2815516-cb93-11ee-b4e4-c397739ec428.html
https://www.kvoa.com/townnews/geology/south32-announces-2-16-billion-investment-in-s-arizona-hermosa-project/article_d2815516-cb93-11ee-b4e4-c397739ec428.html
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