
 

FACT SHEET: CLIMATE CHANGE HURTS NEW JERSEY  
CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS NEW JERSEYANS’ SAFETY 

●​ Between 2010 and 2024, New Jersey saw 47 billion-dollar extreme weather 
disasters, totaling up to $100 billion in damages. From January through June 
2025, New Jersey has had two billion-dollar extreme weather disasters, totalling 
up to $250 million in damages. In the past decade, New Jersey has received 
$4,339,835,289 in FEMA disaster assistance funding. 

●​ Average temperatures in New Jersey have increased 3.7 degrees since 1970, 
making New Jersey the fourth-fastest warming state in the country. More than 
180,000 people living in New Jersey are especially vulnerable to extreme heat. 

●​ Newark is one of 12 U.S. cities where over eight out of every ten residents 
experience the urban heat island effect. For 97% of Newark's population, over 
302,000 people, temperatures reach at least 8 degrees higher than in the 
surrounding areas. 

●​ Sea levels in New Jersey are rising more than twice as fast as the global average, 
and they’re expected to rise by as much as another foot by 2030. Some coastal 
areas are also experiencing subsidence, meaning they are sinking.  

●​ By 2100, 1% to 3% of New Jersey’s 210-mile shoreline is likely to be lost to rising 
sea levels, and 6.5% to 9% of the state’s coastal area will see occasional flooding. 
By 2050, Atlantic City could experience high-tide flooding 120 days a year. 

●​ 352,000 New Jerseyans are at risk of coastal flooding, and due to sea level rise, an 
additional 110,000 are projected to be at risk by 2050. 

●​ In New Jersey, more than 300,000 people live in areas at elevated risk of inland 
flooding. 

●​ In New Jersey, annual rainfall is expected to increase from 7% to 11% by 2050, and 
more intense rain events could increase localized flooding. In July 2025, heavy 
storms caused two deaths due to flooding. 

●​ In November 2024, New Jersey declared a drought warning due to record-low 
rainfall and the driest conditions in 120 years. The drought diminished streamflow, 
reservoir and groundwater levels, and worsened wildfire conditions.  

○​ The April 2025 Jones Road wildfire, fueled by drought conditions, was the 
second-worst wildfire in 20 years, forcing 5,000 residents to evacuate.  

1 

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/summary-stats/NJ/2010-2024
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/billions/summary-stats/NJ/2010-2024
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/mapping?metric=freq&years=2025-2025
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/mapping?metric=cost&years=2025-2025
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/national-disaster-recovery/support-functions/rsflg/state-profiles
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-local/29
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/earth-day-fastest-warming-us-cities-and-states
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/impacts-climate-change-trump-administrations-anti-environmental-agenda-new-jersey/
https://www.nj.com/essex/2024/07/nj-is-one-of-the-fastest-warming-states-and-this-city-is-bearing-the-brunt-of-the-heat.html
https://climatechange.rutgers.edu/images/STAP_FINAL_FINAL_12-4-19.pdf
https://climatechange.rutgers.edu/images/STAP_FINAL_FINAL_12-4-19.pdf
http://cier.umd.edu/climateadaptation/Climate%20change--NJ.pdf
https://climatechange.rutgers.edu/images/STAP_FINAL_FINAL_12-4-19.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/impacts-climate-change-trump-administrations-anti-environmental-agenda-new-jersey/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/impacts-climate-change-trump-administrations-anti-environmental-agenda-new-jersey/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20_0033.htm
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-city-new-jersey-flooding-f55d98547abc20e94dbb6be16a7f72cd
https://whyy.org/articles/new-jersey-drought-warning-groundwater-levels/
https://whyy.org/articles/new-jersey-drought-warning-groundwater-levels/
https://www.app.com/story/news/local/2025/05/16/jones-road-fire-second-largest-in-recent-history-fully-contained/83647231007/
https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/news/noaa-satellites-track-large-new-jersey-wildfire


 
●​ In 2021, Hurricane Ida brought heavy rainfall, flash flooding, tornadoes, and 

infrastructure damage in New Jersey, resulting in 26 deaths and up to $10 billion 
in damages.  

●​ In 2012, Hurricane Sandy damaged or destroyed 346,000 homes, killed 38 people, 
and caused $30 billion in economic damage, making it the costliest disaster in 
state history.  

CLIMATE CHANGE HARMS NEW JERSEYANS’ HEALTH 

●​ An April 2025 study found that at least 46% of New Jersey residents lived in areas 
with unhealthy air pollution levels.  

●​ In 2025, the New York-Newark area ranked 16th nationally for worst ozone 
pollution. Bergen, Gloucester, Mercer, Middlesex, and Ocean counties all received 
failing grades for ozone pollution.  

●​ A study from 2021 to 2023 found that the state’s 565 public water utilities, which 
serve over 8.8 million people, have 131 known contaminants, including PFAS, 
nitrate, and arsenic. These chemicals cause cancer, thyroid issues, and 
life-threatening conditions for infants.  

●​ 2023 testing of a drinking water well in Warren County found the highest levels of 
PFAS ever recorded in the state, and among the highest levels in the nation.  

●​ Wildfire smoke, which causes cardiovascular and respiratory-related health 
issues, is a major contributor to particle pollution in New Jersey. 

CLIMATE CHANGE HURTS NEW JERSEY’S ECONOMY 

●​ New Jersey’s agricultural sector could suffer as water supplies become stressed 
due to expanded growing seasons, while some crops may not thrive in warmer 
temperatures. 

●​ Rising temperatures will create a more acidic ocean that could impact marine life, 
including New Jersey’s thriving fishing industry, which contributes more than $1 
billion annually to the state’s economy. 

●​ As of 2021, more than 94,000 New Jersey houses were at risk of substantial 
flooding, at an average cost of around $4,400 per property. Another 10,800 
properties across the state will suffer flood damage by 2051 due to larger storms 
and higher seas caused by climate change, with average annual losses rising 53% 
to $6,755. 

●​ A 2019 report estimated the average annual loss to New Jersey from 
hurricane-related wind and flood damage was between $670 million and  $1.3 
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https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/data/tcr/AL092021_Ida.pdf
https://dep.nj.gov/sandy-10/#:~:text=The%20massive%20storm%20took%20a%20tremendous%20toll,power.%20*%20$30%20billion%20in%20economic%20damage.
https://www.nj.com/ocean/2025/04/smoke-from-wildfires-keeps-making-njs-air-quality-worse-it-may-be-a-warning-sign.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/most-polluted-cities
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/new-jersey
https://patch.com/new-jersey/eastbrunswick/chemicals-found-nj-drinking-water-revealed-new-study
https://patch.com/new-jersey/eastbrunswick/chemicals-found-nj-drinking-water-revealed-new-study
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/02/startlingly-high-pfas-forever-chemicals-levels-washington-township-nj-well/
https://www.nj.com/ocean/2025/04/smoke-from-wildfires-keeps-making-njs-air-quality-worse-it-may-be-a-warning-sign.html
https://www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20_0033.htm
https://www.nj.gov/dep/newsrel/2020/20_0033.htm
https://njseagrant.org/extension/commercial-fisheries/#:~:text=New%20Jersey's%20fishery%20and%20aquaculture,waterfront%20industries%20and%20surrounding%20communities.
https://assets.firststreet.org/uploads/2021/02/The_Cost_of_Climate_FSF20210219-1.pdf
https://assets.firststreet.org/uploads/2021/02/The_Cost_of_Climate_FSF20210219-1.pdf
https://assets.firststreet.org/uploads/2021/02/The_Cost_of_Climate_FSF20210219-1.pdf
https://rhg.com/research/new-jersey-flooding-hurricanes-costs-climatechange/


 
billion higher than it would have been if sea levels and hurricane activity had 
stayed the same since the 1980s. 

●​ In 2012, Hurricane Sandy devastated the Jersey Shore, including Seaside Heights, 
which spent $14 million to rebuild, and Monmouth County, which reported a 16% 
drop in tourism revenue the following summer. The storm caused a total of $30 
billion in economic damage, job losses for 11,000 workers, and $950 million in 
tourism losses in 2013. 
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https://www.npr.org/2013/09/03/218627310/jersey-shore-feels-summertime-blues-after-sandy
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2013/09/02/jersey-shore-summer-after-sandy-comes-close
https://dep.nj.gov/sandy-10/
https://img.equipmentworld.com/files/base/randallreilly/all/migrated-files/eqw/2014/04/sandyfinal101713.pdf
https://img.equipmentworld.com/files/base/randallreilly/all/migrated-files/eqw/2014/04/sandyfinal101713.pdf
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