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Methodology

Discussion Board

Global Strategy Group conducted an online
discussion board among 33 soft partisans
nationwide between May 19 and May 22, 2026.

Global Strategy Group conducted two surveys,
each with a base sample of 1,000 registered

voters nationwide between April 9-19 and June
22-29, 2026.

Both surveys included additional oversamples of:
= 300 Black, Hispanic,and AAPI voters (100 each)

Care was taken to ensure the journal contained
a mix of voters across gender, age, ethnicity, and
level of education.

= 100 self-identified independent voters Soft partisans:
= 70 urban voters in states with Democratic governors = Likely 2026 voters

= 215 urban voters in states with Republican voters .
= Do not have strong opinions on data centers and are

The April survey also included oversamples of:

260 rural voters in counties with contested data centers

90 suburban/urban voters in counties with contested data
centers

The June survey also included oversamples of:

110 voters in states with lean/likely Democratic governor races
in 2026 (Ml, CA, CO, ME, NM, MN)

160 voters in states with toss-up governor races in 2026 (AZ, GA,

1A, NV, WI)

250 voters in states with lean Republican governor races in
2026(KS, OH)

not very favorable to Trump

Do not feel confident in their personal financial
situations and feel like their utility bills are rising

Are somewhat concerned about climate change and
somewhat support local and state leaders taking
action



Key F

ndings

Cost is ultimately the lens through which voters view all conversations around energy.

Voters are acutely focused on rising utility bills and blame utility companies, oil and gas companies, politicians, and increasingly data centers and
the companies behind data centers. They want solutions that lower costs without shifting them onto working families.

Public opinion on data centers has turned sharply negative, with support dropping across the board.

Since April, data centers have gone from a relatively neutral issue to a growing political liability, with voters increasingly believing they drive up
electricity demand, utility bills, and pressure on the grid. Voters’ greatest concerns about having a local data center are that it will drive up their
utility costs. Pairing data centers with clean energy dramatically increases support, but voters remain skeptical of any energy investments
unless there are strong safeguards to ensure tech companies — not ratepayers — cover the costs and communities are protected.

The biggest obstacle to getting support for policies to upgrade the grid and expand clean energy is the fear
that families will end up footing the bill.

Voters' primary hesitation about expanding clean energy and modernizing the grid is that the costs will ultimately be passed on to them through
higher utility bills. They are much more comfortable when the costs are placed on data centers and other large energy users instead.

Voters back requiring data centers to fund infrastructure and want the cheapest energy source - clean
energy - to keep costs down.

Voters overwhelmingly support requiring data centers to pay for the infrastructure they need, and believe consumers are more likely to be
protected when tech companies bear the costs than when utility companies do. The strongest messaging combines affordability, grid reliability,

and corporate accountability, making clear that working families shouldn't foot the bill, while also explaining how clean energy brings costs down
long-term.



Landscape
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Public opinion on data centers has shifted dramatically since April,
particularly with Democrats, women, white voters, and Hispanic voters

Favorability of Data Centers

Net Fav

Favorable Don't know Unfavorable June April Change
overall KN 21 -17 +4 -21
Democrats L 19 . 56 -1 -30
Independents I 32 -16 o -16
Non-MAGA Reps EXIIENNNNN 21 -13 +8 -21
MAGA Reps 16 +4 +16 -12
Men EFNNNNNNNNNNNNEE @G -9 +9 -18
Women 27 -25 +1 -26
18-44 NN 20 -16 +8 -24
45-64 EIIEENEE 23 -15 +9 -24
65+ E NN 18 52 -5 17
White non-college LI 23 I ] 27 -3 -24
White college E NN © -18 +4 -22
Black 29 31 +26 17
Hispanic E- I 19 -5 +17 -22
AAPl 22 -6 +6 -12

Note: References to partisanship throughout are using party self-identification



Utility costs remain an acute pain point, while concern about gas

prices has eased modestly since April

Please indicate, for each one, whether you feel like those costs are going up, going down, or staying the same.

Going Up Total
% Going up a lot % Going up some Ovr. Dem Ind Rep April

The cost of gas

The cost of groceries

Your costs generally 80 87 78 74 80

The cost of health care 73 78 73 68 76

_
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Gas and oil still lead as the top culprit for high utilities, but politicians,
utility companies, and data centers are now also at the top

[If said cost of utilities is going up] Who or what would you say is causing utility bills to rise? Select up to three.

% Top three causing bills to rise Dem Ind Rep April

Politicians who are failing to pass laws to protect
Americans from rising costs _ 47 38 31 30

Foreign conflicts, including the conflict between the

Utility companies that are trying to maximize their
profits 38 39 38 31

Increasing demand for energy, including from data
centers and Al 37 36 34 28

Aging energy infrastructure that is in need of costly -

repairs and replacement 17 16 14 19 17

Clean energy mandates that require more expensive
clean energy 8 12 17 14
Clean energy opponents who are killing clean energy u 1 9 c 1

production
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Do you support or oppose data centers being built...

April Data

Data center NIMBYs: while voters are divided on both measures, there
is more support for data centers nationally than in voters' backyards

In the U.S. In your community
Support Oppose Notsure Net Support: Support Oppose Not sure Net Supporti Diff in Net Support
Overall 43 34 23 +9 35 44 22 -9 -18
Democrat 42 37 21 +5 34 47 19 -13 -18
Independent 33 28 39 +5 25 38 37 -13 -18
Non-MAGA Rep 44 31 25 +13 31 46 23 -15
MAGA Rep 51 33 16 44 40 17 14
White non-college 36 37 27 -1 29 46 25 -17 -16
White college 54 31 14 +23 4] 44 15 -3
Black 51 26 23 +25 42 35 23 -18
Hispanic 42 38 20 +4 41 44 15 -3 -7
AAPI 39 27 34 +12 30 38 32 -8 -20
Men 51 34 15 43 43 14 0 17
Women 36 34 30 +2 27 44 28 -17 -19
18-44 45 35 21 +10 42 40 19 +2 -8
45-64 40 32 27 +8 30 43 27 -13 -21
65+ 44 35 22 +9 28 51 21 -23 [-32]]
Current DC 44 35 20 +9 36 45 19 -9 -18
Upcoming DC 47 35 18 +12 37 46 17 -9 -21
Contested DC-rur 30 45 25 -15 26 55 19 -29 -14
Contested DC-sub/urb 44 36 20 +8 37 45 18 -8 -16




followed by water and electricity strains and favored rates/subsidies for DCs

April Data

The greatest concern on having a local data center is the impact on utility costs,

Most concerning aspects of having a data center in community

Data centers raise utility costs for consumers by using
massive amounts of electricity

Data centers strain local water supply, especially in
drought-ridden areas

Data centers increase electricity outages by using so
much energy

Data centers are getting cheaper electricity rates
from utility companies, so working families pay more
to subsidize their costs

Data centers pollute our drinking water with
dangerous chemicals

Data centers enable the expansion of Al, which
threatens American jobs

Data centers receive generous tax breaks while local
communities struggle to get by

Data centers pollute local air and make our
communities sicker

Data centers don't actually create many long-term jobs
relative to their size and cost

Data centers generate noise pollution that disrupts
communities

None of these are concerning

% Top Three Concerns

38%

N
N

N
N

Dem Ind Rep
39 34 38
29 25 27
25 25 26
25 17 24
27 21 20
24 23 19
21 18 22
24 13 18
19 17 22
16 15 17




Voters' greatest concerns on energy are all about costs. Voters are less
concerned about reliability and lack of storage for excess energy

Concerns About the Energy System —11to 10 Scale
% Very concerning % Somewhat % Very concerning (9-10)
(9-10) concerning (6-8) Dem Ind Rep

[DATA CENTER COSTS] When data centers place excessive
demand on energy systemes, it drives up utility costs for
residential ratepayers.

57 43 49

[GREED] When utility companies and oil and gas companies take
higher profits instead of investing in their infrastructure, that
means higher costs for consumers.

58 42 46

[LIMITED SUPPLY] When there isn’t enough energy being
generated for consumers, limited supply drives up costs for
consumers.

53 41 45

[T LINE INEFFICIENCY] When transmission lines are outdated and
in disrepair, electricity can’t flow efficiently from where it's
generated to where it's needed, leading to higher prices, reduced
grid reliability, and higher risk of outages.

46 36 42

[UNRELIABLE] When energy systems are aging and poorly
maintained, it limits the energy grid’s ability to adapt to shocks
like extreme weather or sudden spikes in demand, making
outages more frequent, recovery slower, and service less reliable.

[BACKUP GENERATION] When the energy grid fails or becomes
overloaded, utility companies rely on expensive backup energy
generation, raising costs while reducing reliability of electricity

service for consumers.

47 35 42

47 33 39

[LACK OF ENERGY STORAGE] When there are not adequate tools
to store energy, excess energy is wasted instead of captured for
later use.

40 34 32




Data Center
Policies
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April Data

Voters see macroeconomic benefits from data centers, but negative
impact on the environment and costs

Indicate whether you think a local data center would positively impact, negatively impact, or not impact each
one.

Positive No impact Don't know Negative
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Job creation in your community in the short
term (next 1-2 years)a

Job creation in your community in the long
term (next 5-10 years)Ana

The economy in your community

The national economy

National security

Data privacy

Your cost of living

The environment in your community

Drinking water quality in your community

Air quality in your community

Your utility bills

r/an designates split Climate change
item




April Data

Earlier this year, introducing clean energy boosted support for local data
centers, bringing Democrats, independents, and non-MAGA GOP into the fold

Support for community data centers Would you support or oppose a data center being

Do you support or oppose a data center being built in your community if it was powered by clean
built in your community? energy like wind and solar instead of fossil fuels?
Support Oppose Not sure Net Support: Support Oppose Not sure Net Supporti Diff in Net Support

Overall 35 44 22 -9 58 27 14 +31 +40
Democrat 34 47 19 -13 64 23 13 +41 +54
Independent 25 38 37 -13 52 23 25 +29 +42
Non-MAGA Rep 31 46 23 -15 56 31 13 +25 +40
MAGA Rep 44 40 17 +4 52 35 12 +17 +13
White non-college 29 46 25 -17 54 30 16 +24 +41
White college 41 44 15 -3 63 27 10 +36 +39
Black 42 35 23 +7 62 22 15 +40 +33
Hispanic 41 44 15 -3 64 26 1 +38 +41
AAPI 30 38 32 -8 57 23 20 +34 +42
Men 43 43 14 o 62 27 | +35 +35
Women 27 44 28 -17 55 27 17 +28 +45
18-44 42 40 19 +2 64 24 | +40 +38
45-64 30 43 27 -13 58 24 18 +34 +47
65+ 28 51 21 -23 49 35 15 +14 +37
Current DC 36 45 19 -9 59 29 13 +30 +39
Upcoming DC 37 46 17 -9 62 27 11 +35 +44
Contested DC-rur 26 55 19 -29 53 32 16 +21 +50
Contested DC-sub/urb 37 45 18 -8 61 28 11 +33 +41




April Data

Clean data centers completely shifted perceptions of cost impacts
from data centers

Indicate whether you think a local data center that would be powered by clean energy would positively impact,
negatively impact, or not impact each one.

A/An designates
split item

% Positive + No Impact General Clec:\\r:eE:'\aelrl'gy Shift
" the long-term (next 10 yeargan| 64 74 +10
obgreationinyour ommunityin) 6o 73 v
The economy in your community 56 66 +10
The national economy 54 64 +10
The environment in your community 40 58 +18
Climate change 42 61 +19
Air quality in your community 43 61 +18
Your utility bills 35 53 +18
Your cost of living 39 52 +13
National security 53 59 +6
Drinking water quality in your community 45 57 +]12
Data privacy 45 53 +8




Other Policies: improving the grid and increasing data center accountability
are both most popular and seen as most likely to be enacted. Limiting utility
company profits also popular - though seen as less likely

Perceived Likelihood v. Support for Energy Policies*

More Popular and More Popular and

Less Likely More Popular More Likely
Creating a “ratepayer bill Improvmg grid resilience 2
frights” . . against outages .
orrg Expanding eligibility for @ Upgrading
Freezi.n.g utility ra.tes'to o LIHEAP Forcing data centers to and. '
stop rising electric bills ® ® build or pay for any new mﬁdelrmzmg
¢ . the electric
Z’ Cutting red tape energy systgms they grid Z
@ require (o)
LY, Limiting utility ® -
o company profits if they @ ()]
= don’tinvest in energy Creating a tax credit for -
g infrastructure Building more gas the companies that ;
Q improvements power plants build new transmission 0
| ® lines .Z
®
o Using existing gas power
Building more plants to generate electricity,
coal power but not building any new ones
® plants
Less Popular and Less Popular and

Less Likely Less Popular More Likely



Passthrough
Costs
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Clean energy expansion as a solution is broadly popular, especially with Democratic
strongholds and young voters - though MAGA Republicans also support.

Initial Support — Building More Clean Energy, Including Wind and Solar, As Well As Battery Storage

Overall

Democrats
Independents
Non-MAGA Reps
MAGA Reps
2026 Governor Race:
Lean/likely Dem
Tossup
Lean Rep

Men 18-54
Men 55+
Women 18-54
Womehn 55+

White non-college
White college
Black

Hispanic

AAPI

Northeast
Midwest
South
West

Strongly support Somewhat support Not sure
43 | 34

Oppose
L ]5]

e | 290 W 6
K- - 7 . 19 12/
9
25 ] 35 NS

45 ] 32 [N 13
4 ] 35 WE ]9
22 ] 25 [

s | 30 |
45 ] 29 __________NCE 22
I YT 10
I I I 7 11

A ]3]

Net

Support
+62

+57
+59
+26

+57
+42

+68
+52

+57




Overall

Democrats
Independents
Non-MAGA Reps
MAGA Reps

2026 Governor Race:
Lean/likely Dem
Tossup
Lean Rep

Men 18-54
Men 55+
Women 18-54
Women 55+

White non-college
White college
Black

Hispanic

AAPI

Northeast
Midwest
South
West

Strongly support

Somewhat support Not sure

14

Transmission line investments are massively popular, with strong
numbers across party and especially with men and college grads

Initial Support — Building New Transmission Lines and Upgrading Old Transmission Lines that
Move and Transfer Energy Around the Country

Net Support
Trans- Clean
Oppose mission Energy Diff
+72 +62 +10
+65 +57 +8
+72 +59 +13
+72| +26
+72 +64 +8
+71 +57 +14
+73 +42 +31
+81 +68 +13
+82 +52 +30
+57 +68 [ -1 |
+73 +57 +16
+70 +59 +11
+60  +21
+65 = +71
+69 +68 +1
+76 +73 +3
+73 +54 +19
+69 +60 +9
+73 +68 +5
+74 +59 +15



While these policies are popular, passthrough costs dominate voters’ hesitations.
Voters want tech companies to pay for these policies - in part, because they think
Americans will pay the most if utility companies foot the bill instead

Who do you think should end up paying the Which do you think would end up costing you

most for these policies? CE TL the most? CE TL
Weak CE Weak TL Weak CE Weak TL
Base Swing Base Swing Base Swing Base Swing

Tech companies building data
ce:t;eerrss f“/dl_g:g:r;s;?geye::;?g 40% 43 36 45 36 If utility companies have to pay for it PAL/A 42 37 44 38
including tech companies

building new data centersana
29 24 23 29 If the government has to pay for it = 25 21 25 22

If tech companies building data centers
and other large energy users have to
20 22 23 20 pay for itA / If large energy users, 20 22 2] 20

including tech companies building new
data centers, have to pay for itaa

The government

Utility companies

o . A/an designates split item
Greatest Hesitations Around Full Policy Agenda

% Top two greatest hesitation Dem Ind Rep
| feel like the costs will ultimately get passed 64% 63 62 66

on to people like me

They are hard to actually implement or
enforce 34 33 29 36

There are other things I'd rather the
government spend money on

They would not provide reliable power for the
country

20 18 21

q |

16 16 18

19
No hesitations around these policies



Messaging
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April Data

In the argument for clean data centers, focusing on how clean energy
is cheaper and will lower costs is key

Highlighter Exercise — Pro-Clean Energy-Powered DCs

Data centers and Al are growing rapidly anwil shape our future @CONOMY, presenting . major opportunity «
drive local investments, strengthen national security, ..accelerate e transition t

Cheaper Cleal‘l erlel'g_y like Wind and SOlAT. |we can ve pro-data center ana pro-accountability. s, having data

center operators invest innew clean energy, grid upgrades .« enhancements, a.community energy ke

rooftop solar ans battery storage iyour neighborhood, these data centers can actually fhelp lower bills | everyone in

the Community, while developing the energy abundance we need. sy powering new data centers with clean €NErgY, aumaking hem part of the future orour community, we can ensure

data centers supportllong-term, reliable, resilient grid infrastructure |...bring broad, sustainable benefits
for communities ana e country whie helping|bring energy costs down.

How convincing do you find this statement? Total

Very convincing Somewhat convincing Not convincing Convincing

overall  FI I I N A 73

DC adv. base 96
Clean energy base [ R~ T T 90
swing 2 I S - 67

oppo |2 I TS L — 33



The most popular policies prevent costs from being passed on to ratepayers

Likelihood of Supporting Agenda with Safeguards

Utility regulators would prohibit energy costs associated
with serving new data centers from being passed on to
residential customers through higher electricity bills.

If energy projects fail to deliver promised cost savings or
reliability improvements, utility companies would be
required to provide refunds or bill credits to customers.

There would be independent audits to verify that energy
projects deliver promised benefits and savings.

There would be a cap on annual electricity rate increases
while major energy infrastructure projects are underway.

Utility companies would be required to build the lowest
cost, most efficient new energy generation.

Before major energy projects are approved, independent
experts would verify that the projected savings and
reliability benefits outweigh the costs.

% Much more likely % Smwt more likely

_
_
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Corporate accountability for tech and utility companies to ensure

ratepayers don’t bear the costs is the most convincing message

Convincing Reasons to Support Policies

CE TL Either
Weak CE Weak TL Cost
Ovr. Base Swing Base Swing Mover
% 9-10 convincing
[CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY] America needs these energy grid upgrades and expanded clean

energy, but families should not have to bear the costs. Utility companies, data centers, and tech
37 39 24 41 25 32 | companiesthat benefit from increased energy use should be required to invest in the infrastructure needed

to support that growth, protecting consumers from higher utility bills and ensuring corporations pay their

fair share.

[LONG-TERM] Investing in clean energy, battery storage, and transmission lines can help protect

families from future spikes in electricity costs. This means utility companies and large energy users like

32 34 18 35 22 79  data centers would help pay for these investments up front, reducing the burden on consumers now and
helping keep costs stable over the long term by creating more energy generation with cheaper, cleaner
energy and better means of transporting that energy.
[RELIABILITY] Building more clean energy is important, and improving and modernizing the electric grid is

22 36 15 26 20 7 eq uaII.y critical. Upgrading transmission lines and strengthening energy infr.a:qtructurg can m_ake the
electric system more reliable, reduce outages, and better protect communities from increasingly severe
storms, extreme weather, and other disruptions, while clean energy is a reliable, effective energy source.
[VOLATILITY] Building more American-made clean energy, battery storage, and transmission

k) 35 17 35 2] 28 infrast'ructu re can ma!(e thg United States less depenglent on glo.bal energy markgts that are vulrje rable
to foreign conflicts, which drive up energy costs. Expanding domestic energy production and improving the
electric grid helps protect families from price spikes caused by instability overseas, like the war with Iran.
[CLEAN ENERGY] Building more clean energy, battery storage, and transmission lines can reduce

2] 32 18 35 2] 26 pollutio.n, improve air quality, and help address climate change yvhile meeting growing energy demand.
Expanding clean energy allows the country to produce more electricity without increasing harmful
emissions, while upgrading and building new transmission lines makes the system more efficient.
[COSTS] Building more clean energy, battery storage, and transmission lines is one of the most effective
ways to lower electricity costs over time. New clean energy projects are significantly cheaper to build than

3] 33 16 33 21 75  newgas power plants (which can cost up to 60% more than new clean energy), and increasing energy supply

helps lower utility bills for families. Plus, upgraded transmission lines mean less waste and more efficiency in

transferring energy.



Comparing the cost of energy investments to the White House ballroom/frivolous
spending, as well as the war with Iran, is most convincing to get voters to support
spending money on energy investments

Convincing Reasons to Support Spending $50 Billion on These Energy Investments

Ovr. Dem Ind Rep

% 9-10 convincing out of 10

The government is spending billions of dollars on things like a new White
4] 54 33 31 House ballroom; we can spend $50 billion on something like this that will actually
benefit American families.

This investment is far less than the U.S. spends on other things: for example, the
35 47 28 26 war with Iran has already cost U.S. households $100 billion, and the government
requested another $200 billion in additional war funding.

34 43 20 29 This investment would save households a projected $14 billion per year in lower
utility bill costs and will be worth the cost of the investment.

7 35 15 23 This investment would pay off in ratepayer savings in just 3-4 years and will
quickly be worth the cost of the investment.
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Thank You
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