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Trump vs Biden On 
Climate 
Comparing Their Records, Plans & 
Rhetoric 

Download this research in MS Word format here: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14gPbNSa1rr7cfg85l3D9922UDeUtt_7t  

CLIMATE SCIENCE 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Listens to the science: Recognizes 
human-caused climate change as 
an "existential threat" and has 
called for partnerships with local 
universities and national labs for 
local access to the most relevant 
science data, information, tools, and 
training on climate change 

Denies science: Has repeatedly 
called climate change a “hoax” and 
said “science doesn’t know” about 
climate change 

 CARBON POLLUTION 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Plans to reduce carbon pollution: 
Called for achieving net-zero 
emissions by 2050 and supports 
the Clean Cars for America plan 
that is also backed by car 
manufacturers and auto workers 

Repealed policies to reduce carbon 
pollution: Repealed the Clean Power 
Plan to allow coal power plants to 
continue polluting our air and rolled 
back clean cars standards after a 
lobbying campaign by Big Oil 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=14gPbNSa1rr7cfg85l3D9922UDeUtt_7t
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063712211
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2016/jun/03/hillary-clinton/yes-donald-trump-did-call-climate-change-chinese-h/
https://factba.se/transcript/donald-trump-remarks-california-wildfire-briefing-september-14-2020
https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2020-07-14/biden-proposes-overhauling-nations-energy-sector-by-2035
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063680019
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/leader-schumer-unveils-new-clean-cars-for-america-climate-proposal-a-transformative-plan-to-reduce-number-of-carbon-emitting-cars-on-the-road-create-jobs-and-accelerate-transition-net-zero-carbon-emissions-
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/19/733800856/trump-administration-weakens-climate-plan-to-help-coal-plants-stay-open
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/13/climate/cafe-emissions-rollback-oil-industry.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/13/climate/cafe-emissions-rollback-oil-industry.html
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CLEAN ENERGY JOBS 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Plans to create good paying, union 
jobs: Oversaw historic investments 
in clean energy jobs and has a plan 
to invest $400 billion in clean 
energy over 10 years creating 
millions of good-paying, union jobs 

Waged a war on renewable energy: 
Thinks windmills cause cancer, 
imposed tariffs on solar, and has 
cost Americans 1.1. million clean 
energy jobs 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Plans to fight for environmental 
justice: Recognizes pollution and 
climate change disproportionately 
hurt communities of color, tribal 
lands, and low-income communities 
and has proposed a plan to ensure 
communities harmed by climate 
change and pollution are the first to 
benefit from the clean economy 

Rolled back protections for 
communities of color: Has been 
rolling back over 100 
environmental safeguards, 
silencing communities of color 
affected by pollution, and 
repeatedly trying to defund 
environmental justice enforcement 
at the EPA 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Supports electric vehicles and 
infrastructure: Supports restoring 
the  electric vehicle tax credit and 
investing in 500,000 new public 
charging stations for electric 
vehicles 

Attempted to undermine electric 
vehicles: Tried to eliminate the 
electric vehicle tax credit 

 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/us/politics/biden-obama-stimulus.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2020-07-14/biden-proposes-overhauling-nations-energy-sector-by-2035
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/apr/08/donald-trump/republicans-dismiss-trumps-windmill-and-cancer-cla/
https://www.climatepower2020.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/07/20200713-Trump-Is-Killing-Clean-Energy-Jobs.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/12/climate/kamala-harris-environmental-justice.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/climate/trump-environment-rollbacks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/climate/trump-environment-rollbacks.html
https://www.climatepower2020.org/resources/trumps-environmental-racism/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/03/epa-environment-budget-cuts-pollution-justice-office
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/14072020/joe-biden-climate-plan-coronavirus-build-back-better
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-budget-autonomous-idUSKBN1QS27Q


 

Climate Power 2020 Trump vs Biden On Climate          3 

 

HOLDING POLLUTERS ACCOUNTABLE 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Plans to hold polluters accountable: 
Pledged to direct the EPA and 
Department of Justice to pursue 
polluters and hold corporate 
executives personally accountable, 
including jail time where merited 

Let corporations pollute without 
consequences: Tried to slash the 
EPA’s budget and oversaw a 
historic drop in inspections, fine, 
and enforcement actions against 
polluters 

PUBLIC LANDS  
 

Joe Biden Donald Trump 
Plans to protect natural resources: 
Supports conserving 30% of 
America’s lands and waters by 
2030, and would create good-
paying union jobs conserving our 
public lands through a Civilian 
Climate Corps. 

Opened 24 million acres to oil and 
gas mining and drilling: Prioritized 
fossil fuel drillers above other uses 
for our public lands, slashed the 
rates they have to pay to extract 
our natural resources, and blocked 
rules that gave hunters and anglers 
more of a say in public land 
management 

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Supports rejoining the Paris 
Agreement: Supports rejoining the 
Paris Agreement and said he would 
directly engage with world leaders 
to secure commitments to reduce 
carbon pollution 

Withdrew from the Paris 
Agreement: Withdrew from the 
Paris climate agreement, putting 
the planet at risk while leaders in 
Europe and China take strides to 
invest in leading the clean energy 
economy 

 

  

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2020/07/jail-time-for-polluters-in-bidens-2t-climate-plan/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/482352-trump-budget-slashes-funding-for-epa-environmental-programs
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/482352-trump-budget-slashes-funding-for-epa-environmental-programs
https://www.apnews.com/9d10456338af48dc918cbaa24ea6a4ce
https://www.axios.com/joe-biden-climate-change-plan-2020-presidential-election-5dc21e60-88c7-42ca-bc81-bfc6c31dc357.html
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/507212-biden-campaign-adopts-carbon-free-power-by-2035-in-2t-environment
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/507212-biden-campaign-adopts-carbon-free-power-by-2035-in-2t-environment
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/interior-department-scrubs-climate-change-from-its-strategic-plan/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-oil-leasesale/trump-administration-reduces-royalty-rates-in-first-u-s-oil-gas-lease-sale-idUSKBN19Y2WI
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-oil-leasesale/trump-administration-reduces-royalty-rates-in-first-u-s-oil-gas-lease-sale-idUSKBN19Y2WI
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/content/trump-signs-resolution-repeal-blm-planning-20-rule
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/content/trump-signs-resolution-repeal-blm-planning-20-rule
https://medium.com/@JoeBiden/statement-from-vice-president-joe-biden-on-the-anniversary-of-the-paris-climate-accord-c8328db863bd
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/04/climate/trump-paris-agreement-climate.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/21/eu-leaders-reach-a-breakthrough-on-the-regions-recovery-fund.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/01/16/next-china-trade-battle-could-be-over-electric-cars/
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FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Will end fossil fuel subsidies: Has a 
plan to end fossil fuel subsidies at 
home and push other foreign 
leaders to do the same 

Gave billions to the fossil fuel CEOs: 
Pushed a tax law that gave a $25 
billion handout to the oil and gas 
industry, and companies like 
Chevron now pay nothing in federal 
income taxes 

FRACKING 
Joe Biden Donald Trump 

Plans to increase air and water 
protections: Supports phasing out 
new fracking permits  on federal 
public lands and stronger 
safeguards to protect our air and 
water from dangerous fracking 
pollutants that can cause cancer 

Undermined air and water 
protections: Rolled back common-
sense rules to protect air and water 
from dangerous toxic pollution from 
fracking 

 

https://cleantechnica.com/2020/08/19/biden-campaign-reaffirms-end-to-fossil-fuels-subsidies/
https://cleantechnica.com/2020/08/19/biden-campaign-reaffirms-end-to-fossil-fuels-subsidies/
https://psmag.com/economics/tax-bill-oil-company-bonanza
https://psmag.com/economics/tax-bill-oil-company-bonanza
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2020/06/19/fact-check-biden-wants-limits-fracking-not-ban/3217218001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2020/06/19/fact-check-biden-wants-limits-fracking-not-ban/3217218001/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/climate/trump-methane.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/14/new-mexicos-gas-wells-fracking-air-pollution
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