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Rolling Back Cancer 
Protections 

Just A Few Of Trump’s 
Environmental Rollbacks That 
Could Cause Cancer 

THESE THINGS DON’T CAUSE 
CANCER 

WINDMILLS 
Trump actually suggested at a Republican fundraiser that windmills can 
cause cancer. For the record, windmills don’t cause cancer. Period. They are 
also one of the cheapest sources of electricity in the United States. Wind 
energy supports 24,000 manufacturing jobs right here in the United States 
with 500 factories in 42 states. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0s5Zqmb09g
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/apr/08/donald-trump/republicans-dismiss-trumps-windmill-and-cancer-cla/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/plugged-in/wind-energy-is-one-of-the-cheapest-sources-of-electricity-and-its-getting-cheaper/
https://www.aweablog.org/awea-annual-market-report-top-11-wind-power-trends-2018/
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THESE THINGS DO CAUSE CANCER 

TRUMP’S ROLLBACK OF COAL POWER PLANT 
WASTE PROTECTIONS 
Wastewater from coal power plants can contain toxic chemicals like 
mercury, arsenic, and selenium. In fact, one investigation found cancer-
causing arsenic in the groundwater near half of coal plants tested. 

Trump delayed implementation of limits on toxic wastewater from power 
plants. Then he changed the rules to allow power plants to release three 
times as much selenium and in some cases as high as ten times the level of 
toxic mercury in wastewater. 

TRUMP’S ROLLBACK OF COAL POWER PLANT 
AIR POLLUTION SAFEGUARDS 
Air pollution from coal power plants can include mercury, lead, cadmium, 
carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, and cancer-causing arsenic. 
The soot pollution from coal power plants has also been linked to lung 
cancer, yet Trump rolled back rules on emissions in a move designed to  help 
them keep running longer. 

TRUMP’S ROLLBACK OF CLEAN CAR 
STANDARDS 
The American Lung Association warns that pollution from vehicle exhaust 
and power plants can cause lung cancer, heart disease, and asthma attacks, 
but Trump rolled back clean cars standards against the advice of career 
scientists. One study found that communities of color in the Northeast and 
Mid-Atlantic breathe 66% more air pollution just from car exhaust than 
white residents. 

TRUMP’S REFUSAL TO TACKLE PFAS 
CONTAMINATION 
Trump’s administration has repeatedly blocked action to address 
contamination from toxic PFAS chemicals that have been linked to cancer 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-coalash/coal-ash-contaminates-groundwater-near-most-u-s-coal-plants-study-idUSKCN1QL0CH
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/08/31/coal-ash-epa-trump/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1063712815?utm_medium=email&utm_source=eenews%3Agreenwire&utm_campaign=news_alert%2BiZ%2B%2FftFV%2B2LxUfHtN5bxJQ%3D%3D
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/coal-and-air-pollution
https://www.lung.org/blog/lung-cancer-and-pollution
https://www.lung.org/blog/lung-cancer-and-pollution
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/imageo/2019/06/19/study-shows-that-trumps-new-affordable-clean-energy-rule-will-lead-to-more-co2-emissions-not-fewer/#.Xa3r--hKgdU
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/19/733800856/trump-administration-weakens-climate-plan-to-help-coal-plants-stay-open
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/19/733800856/trump-administration-weakens-climate-plan-to-help-coal-plants-stay-open
http://www.lung.org/about-us/blog/2016/06/lung-cancer-and-pollution.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2020/03/31/the-energy-202-trump-administration-moves-forward-with-looser-air-rules-as-respiratory-disease-grips-u-s/5e824b4688e0fa101a756175/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/epa-staff-warned-that-mileage-rollbacks-had-flaws-trump-officials-ignored-them/2020/05/19/242056ba-960f-11ea-91d7-cf4423d47683_story.html
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/inequitable-exposure-air-pollution-vehicles
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/01/28/epa-toxic-chemicals-drinking-water-1124797
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/21/us/trump-epa-chemicals-regulations.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/05/14/emails-white-house-interfered-with-science-study-536950
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/basic-information-pfas
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and other health problems. On three separate occasions, Trump threatened 
to veto legislation being considered in Congress that would address this 
toxic contamination and hold polluters responsible for their mess. 

TRUMP’S HANDOUTS TO FRACKING CEOS 
Chemicals leaking into the air from fracking wells can cause serious health 
issues including cancer and birth defects, but Donald Trump eliminated rules 
requiring oil and gas companies to control gas leaks. Air pollution from the oil and 
gas industry causes nearly 2,000 deaths in the U.S. each year 

 

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/07/10/trump-veto-pfas-chemicals-contamination-michigan/1690958001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/01/10/pfas-water-contamination-bill-michigan-dingell-trump/4431375002/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/house-poised-to-pass-measure-tackling-pfas-on-military-bases
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/14/new-mexicos-gas-wells-fracking-air-pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/14/new-mexicos-gas-wells-fracking-air-pollution
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/climate/trump-methane.html
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/environmental-impacts-natural-gas
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